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It’s about accountability: McHale

‘My goal is to expose that the government doesn't listen to the will of the people’

BY MARISSA NELSON

Born in Kingston, Ont., Gary McHale
was the youngest of six boys. His
mother died in a car crash when he was
10. He grew up in an atheist home with
fewrules.

Now the Baptist 44-year-old hasbe-
come a flashpoint for the Caledonia
dispute. The Richmond Hill book-
keeper and website creator is holding
another protest intown today where he
expects to butt heads with the OPP.

Here is an excerpt of a question and
answer session with McHale.

Q: How did your childhood influ-
ence your life?

... My father was really not around.
With five boys and no supervision, we
did what we wanted ...

I was raised a pagan, completely an
atheist... It wasn’t until my early 20s
that I made the wilful decision that
God exists and I'm a Christian...

It might sound great — we had lots of
fun as kids ... but the reality is without
rules and boundaries, the system does-
n'twork...

Thereality is society hastohaverules
or there’s just chaos ... There’s a price
I'm still paying today for the fact that I
didn’tlearn proper discipline or proper
self-control as a child.

Q: So does your faith give you those
rules?

Absolutely. Once you realize you
need rules, do you just make up your
own rules? ... Our society is moving
that way. There are no absolute rules,
no absolute rights and wrongs and
we’re paying a price forit ...

If you think about evolution, there
are no morals. Lions don’t whine and
complainbecause they steal some oth-
er lion’s food. So within evolution,
there arenomorals ... If you flood your
children with that concept, then we’re
no different than a mosquito or any
other animal. Then lo and behold,
they’re surprised, kidshavenoreal val-
ue for each other ...

Q: How does your faith relate to
your interest in Caledonia?

... Christians believe — in fact, the
vast majority of religions believe —
that there’s more to life and the world
and your existence than whether you
have a car, a white picket fence and 2.2
kids.

It’s higher values of truth and justice
and those things you strive for. You
work for them your entire life.

You have to be willing to lay down
your life for it because it’s the only
thing with real value. Without those
things, nothing else matters. If we do
not have truth and justice, then every-
thing else inlife is absolutely meaning-
less...

Q: So you have to be willing to fight
for truth andjustice. Is that what Cale-
doniais foryou?

Absolutely. And you have to be will-
ing to fight for everybody. Itisn’t about
truth and justice when someone is at-
tacking your home.

Thebiggest battlein the 21st century,
the biggest battle for the vast majority
of us is that we don’t give a darn about
our neighbours....

Society struggles with trying to un-
derstand Gary McHale. It’s not that
my views are hard to understand be-
cause I've stated them. They just can’t
believe that there’s someone who be-
lieves them ... The doubt comes be-
cause they know they wouldn’t do it.

Q: You’ve had some interest in oth-
er issues before Caledonia, including
former Liberal David Emerson cross-
ing the floor. You've written letters to
the editor about federal politics and
the same-sexmarriage bill. What’s the
connection between Caledonia and
those other political issues?

The absolute failure of leadership.

We’re all leaders at some point.
You’re aleader in your home, you’re a
leader of kids, women are leaders at
times...

Our concept of (leadership) now is
totally wussy. No one will take a stand
onanything anymore. Nothing is based
on principles, it’s about how do I skirt
this, how doIpassthebuck...

In Caledonia, there’s an absolute
failure of leadership. If there was prop-
erleadership, Iwouldn’t beinvolved ...

Q: But there are plenty of police is-
sues in the province. You don’t take a
stand on those.

... What wehaveinthe OPP (inCale-
donia)is a systematic change where the
powers that be — not an officer dis-
obeying orders and doing something
wrong — but the powers that be in the
OPP have used their position to devi-
ate from their responsibilities.

Their job is to uphold the Criminal
Code of this country. Their jobistofol-
low thelaws passed by our elected offi-
cials...
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If they can arrest me for puttingup a
flag for a potential breach of the peace,
then they can arrest anybody in the
province...

Q: How do you support yourself and
your wife?

Since August, we’ve received about
$11,000 in donations ... We’re below
the poverty line by any standard ... We
cut corners. We don’t goout toeat ...

At times, we were two months be-
hind in our mortgage ... We are a couple
of months behind in our car payments
right now.

Q: How long can you continue fi-
nancially?

My fundamental belief is I’ll contin-
ueuntil God doesn’t want me to. If God
wants me to stop, then he can dry up
the money until the point where I can’t
continue. Idon’t look at the money is-
sue as the deciding factor on whether
we should continue. I leave this in
God’s hands. Idon’t determine the fu-
ture.

Q: Before Caledonia, did you have
any problems with the law?

I was raised in an amoral family. I
have a shoplifting charge from when I
was a kid, which I often talk to people
about... WhenIpreachandteach,Iuse
it as an example that when you're a
teenager you may not know the conse-
quences of your actions but they can
have long effects....

Q: Youhad arun-in with the MP for
Oak Ridges Moraine about faxes being
sent repeatedly to his office. What
happened?

It was just after 9/11... There was a
motion by the Alliance to put in place
tougher anti-terrorism laws ... The
Liberal party didn’t want to be embar-
rassed, so voted it down and the very
next day put the exact same motion
forward and passedit...Icontacted my
local MP, not telling him I knew how he
voted, just asking “How did you vote
onthat Alliance (anti-terrorism) bill?”
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He didn’t want to answer. He didn’t
want to say that he didn’t vote for being
tougher on terrorism. It wouldn’t look
good ... I sent a fax, one page long
“How did you vote? Gary McHale” and
my phone number. He didn’t want to
tellme. After aweek, I'm faxing it three
timesaday ...

He had York Regional Police come to
my home. He signed an agreement that
said I'd faxed him 600 times a day and
as aresult I shut down his office and he
wasn’t capable of carrying on his busi-
ness. So they arrested me for public
mischief, I spent the night in jail... the
charges were dropped...

The faxing thing really was the first
real example that people in positions of
power will use their power and their
police force ... it was intimidation.
And that’s what goes onin Caledonia.

Q: How much contact do you have
with Caledonia residents? Are you a
lone wolf or do you have widespread
support?

I have widespread support. AllIcan
say is in the past two months, I've got
4,100 e-mails. The vast majority are
from people in Caledonia...

Q: Howmany phone calls?

From my direct contacts, so the peo-
ple who work with me, I'm on the
phone with them on a daily basis.

Q: Is there a core group of people in
Caledonia?

There are 50 people I have direct con-
tact on a weekly basis ... I have an
e-mail list of 293 people within Cale-
donia, peopleIsend out e-mailstoona
daily basis. They receive an e-mail
every day.

Q: Doyou have any contact withRo-
tary or business associations?

I wilfully avoid them ... You’re not
going to believe it — I honestly believe
therehastobe somelimits on my influ-
ence on whatis goingon...

Q: There are videos online showing

members of hate groups at your
protest. What is your view of these
groups?

Anytime you have someone who is
effective in the media, especially when
you have a public protest, you’re al-
ways going to have people who latch
their agenda onto your message.

Q: Isthat what ishappening here?

Absolutely... They show up (to
events) all the time. That’s no proof of
anything. ..

It’s crystal clear, Gary has been con-
demning white supremacy, the KKK, in
the same breath he condemns Muslim
terrorists, warriors who do serious
crimes...

Q: Buthow does it make youfeel that
they showup toyour event?

It makes me nervous. We're a
democracy. They have a right to be
there. I can’t stop them. They are an
element which I have no control over. I
have no say in their beliefs or actions
and they are the element from my side
that I see can create potential prob-
lems...

Q: Doyoutrytodissuadethem from
coming?

No... Have I said things about them?
Absolutely. Do I phone them up? Do I
have phone numbers for them? What
doyouwant?

Q: Could you say something at the
beginning of the march?

Itellevery person (at the start of each
protest) to use no racial slurs. I tell
every person not to swear. I tell every
person not to use any violence. I'm not
going to single out groups. I’'m not
there tojudge every single group...

Q: Do you agree with any of these
groups?

You are asking me to judge a group I
don’t know.

Q: Areyouracist?
No, of course not...
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Gary McHale
holds another
protest today. He
was arrested
over his plan to
put a Canadian
flag near the dis-
puted site.

Q: What is your end goal?

My ultimate goal has nothing to do
with Caledonia. It’s an example of a
problem. My ultimate goal is to force
every government to live up to what
I've been sold as a bill of goods.

Ifirmly believe in multiculturalism. I
believe it’s the only way to go. Ibelieve
people should be able to come here, re-
tain their heritage, to practise their
own beliefs, they should be able toraise
their children in their own beliefs, but
we all have to be equal under the law ...

Q: What isyour goalin Caledonia?
Give people a voice, to restore 911
service, to end two-tier justice.

Q: What does that mean?

It means a strong message goes out
(from the OPP) that says from this day
forward, all decisions we make, we
make no decision based onrace...

(On April20 the OPP) sent a powerful
message tothe other side that if youre-
spond with violence, we will back away
... You cannot allow any group to be-
lieve that response with violence will
be met with surrender ... It’d be like
walking up to a biker gang and saying,
‘We’re not going to arrest you anymore
but we want you to behave.”

Q: When is this battle over for you
and what will you donext?

IdecidedIwas goingtobeinthisfora
couple of years. Ibelieve I’'m changing
the system ... If (the OPP) suddenly
wake up tomorrow and decide they’ll
live by our Constitution, they won’t
change their policies in Ipperwash. So
that means I take my battle to Ipper-
wash ... I believe the OPP is just one
government department that has seri-
ous problems...

My goalis to expose that the govern-
ment doesn’t listen to the will of the
people. You can’t hold your govern-
ment accountable. We have all these
two-tier systems set up all over the
place.
mnelson@thespec.com
905-526-2409
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