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A Hamilton Catholic school board closure review needs more da-
ta before making a recommendation on the future, or lack of fu-
ture, for two Mountain schools.

This week saw the third public meeting for the Hamilton South
review, which includes St. Catherine of Siena and St. Jerome ele-
mentary schools.

The board is reviewing 17 schools as it faces declining enrol-
ment. It will close some, but not all of them, when reviews con-
clude this year.

The Hamilton South review is down to three options for the
two Mountain schools: consolidate one school into the other
renovated school, maintain the status quo, or renovate both
schools.

St. Catherine principal Kevin MacIsaac said the group hasn’t
expressed a preference for which school to close. St. Catherine
is smaller, with 204 pupils compared with St. Jerome’s 443. The
schools need $1.6 million and $2.7 million in repairs, respective-
ly, in the next 10 years.

MacIsaac said data on staff costs must be corrected. A final
recommendation is expected by Sept. 15.

— The Hamilton Spectator

ST. CATHARINES ✦ Chunks of concrete fell from the Martindale
Street bridge over the busy Queen Elizabeth Way at rush hour
yesterday, creating one of the largest traffic snarls in the city’s
memory.

Both eastbound and westbound lanes of the QEW were shut
down at 4:30 p.m., backing up Niagara Falls-bound traffic as far
as Grimsby.

OPP spokesperson Constable Graham Williamson said all
lanes were reopened at 7 p.m. after Ministry of Transportation
engineers called in to assess the situation declared the bridge
safe.

Police estimated it would take the traffic backup some two
hours to clear, after traffic had been rerouted over Highway 406
and Ontario Street.

The trouble began when a 45-kilogram chunk of concrete fell
in one of the eastbound lanes. No vehicles were hit when it fell
but traffic had to swerve to avoid it.

— John Burman, The Hamilton Spectator

Hamilton’s fire department is warning residents that open air
fires within the city’s urban boundaries are not permitted.

The problem with such fires is that they can needlessly tie up
firefighters and equipment, making them unavailable for emer-
gency calls.

The fires can also easily get out of control, endangering 
residents and buildings.

In the past eight weeks, city firefighters responded to 80
burning complaints across the city — and 70 per cent of those
calls were in the urban areas where outdoor fires are prohibit-
ed.

In rural areas, residents wanting to burn yard trimmings and
clippings must first verify they are allowed to have a fire. If that
is indeed the case, they must then get a burn permit and ad-
here to its guidelines.

Restrictions also apply to outdoor furnaces and fireplaces,
unless they are fuelled by natural gas.

For more information, contact Hamilton Emergency Services,
905-546-2424, ext. 1380, or visit www.hamilton.ca/fire

— The Hamilton Spectator
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BY JOHN BURMAN
and ROB FAULKNER

Six Nations police have charged a
former boyfriend of Tashina Gen-
eral, and star player for the cham-
pion Six Nations Arrows Express
lacrosse team, with her death.

Police charged Kent Owen Hill,
also known as Kent Squire-Hill,
with second-degree murder.

Hill, 20, was arrested in a North
Bay motel. He
lives on the re-
serve but until re-
cently attended
Onondaga Com-
munity College in
Syracuse, N.Y.

Six Nations
Police Deputy
Chief Rocki
Smith said Hill
and General were
friends who also had a romantic re-
lationship at some point.

General’s remains were discov-
ered Friday in a shallow grave north
of an area on the reserve called Lit-
tle Buffalo. Police said today she
died of strangulation.

Smith said the heavily wooded
site was near Hill’s residence, on
property owned by his father.

General, who was about four
months pregnant when she disap-
peared, was last seen Jan. 22.

Her disappearance sparked an
investigation on both sides of the
U.S.-Canada border, with aerial
searches and police dogs.

Arrows head coach Regy Thorpe
told The Spectator last night that
the team’s “thoughts and prayers
are first and foremost with the fam-
ily of Tashina General at this time.”

“This shocking tragedy has rolled
through the Arrows family, the
General family and the Hill family
like a shock wave,” Thorpe said. 

He described Hill as “a wonder-
ful young man on and off the field.
I’ve known him for years.” 

Efforts to contact General’s fam-
ily for comment were not success-
ful.

Investigators followed up hun-
dreds of tips and reported sightings
of the missing woman, who was 21
years old.

An OPP police dog discovered her
remains around noon Friday in a
field near Chiefswood Road and In-
dian Townline.

Tests determined that the body
was General’s, and that the cause of
death was “external neck compres-
sion.”

Smith said the case is the first
murder to occur on Six Nations in
about 20 years, and it has been dev-
astating to the community. He said
Six Nations Police are getting
“tremendous help” from Ontario
Provincial Police.

Smith said Hill appeared in
Brantford court yesterday. 

Six Nations police say they will
continue to collect evidence. There
are no other suspects or accom-
plices being sought, according to
police.

General’s funeral was held at the
Lower Cayuga longhouse on Six
Nations yesterday at 11 a.m., at
about the same time as Hill ap-
peared in court for remand . 

jburman@thespec.com
905-526-2469
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RACHEL DE LAZZER

Highway blockades erected by na-
tive protesters won’t push the
provincial government away from
the negotiating table at which the
federal government and Six Na-
tions are the primary negotiators.

Premier Dalton McGuinty said he
would not call off negotiations
with Six Nations protesters unless
instructed to do so by provincial
police and the prime minister.

“They’d have to make a pretty
compelling argument because the
Ipperwash report specifically said,
keep talking,” McGuinty said yes-
terday. “The only way to make real,
lasting and substantive progress is
to keep talking.”

Six Nations protesters blocked the
Highway 6 bypass in Caledonia to
show support for fellow protesters
near Deseronto, east of Belleville. A
roadblock there was removed Mon-
day after a protest that began on Fri-
day and escalated on the weekend. 

Blockades on the Caledonia by-
pass at Sixth Line, Seventh Line
Road and Highway 54 at the Grand

River were removed yesterday af-
ternoon. 

“What was shown is it’s not just a
band of a few people,” said Six Na-
tions spokesperson Brian Skye,
who prefers to be called by his
Cayuga name of Degonudogeh. 

“It’s not just radicals. We’re not

isolated. We’re informed and we
have direct communication with
appointed representatives in Tyen-
dinaga.... The communication di-
rectly with those people made this
a sustainable action.”

Tops of hydro towers were among
the items placed across the road.

The large metal pieces were
brought from where they lay un-
used beside unfinished hydro tow-
ers adjacent to the highway. 

The towers were abandoned after
a moratorium on development in
the area in February 2006, accord-
ing to Skye.

Although many Caledonia resi-
dents were relieved at the reopen-
ing of the highway, one woman was
disappointed that the OPP left the
situation in Deseronto. 

“I wish they had stood their
ground in Deseronto,” Sharon
Macbay said. “I would rather put
up with (a highway blockade) than
give in to extortion.”

She says the blockade is a pain,
but she hates to see the OPP back
down because she believes it gives
the natives more strength to do
what they want. 

rdelazzer@thespec.com
905-526-3404

With files from The Canadian Press
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BY JOHN BURMAN

ST. CATHARINES ✦ Ashley
Fearns’ family is satisfied with the
Niagara police explanation of how
they erroneously advised them she
died after a car crash April 19.

Wayne Woodham, Fearns’ step-
father, said last night he under-
stands the findings of the Niagara
police investigation into what led
officers to tell the family the 
16-year-old — who was alive and in
critical condition in Hamilton
General Hospital — had died. 

The investigation report released
yesterday says three officers were
involved in a chain of communica-
tion that began when a hospital of-

ficial asked police to locate and no-
tify Fearns’ next of kin due to her
very serious condition.

Fearns was seriously injured in a
crash near Caistor Centre around
5:30 p.m. on April 19. She was air-
lifted to the Hamilton hospital in a
coma with swelling of the brain,
three broken ribs and bruised lungs.

“In the course of relaying this
message, an erroneous conclusion
was drawn to the effect that
(Fearns) had died, when in fact she
had not,” Niagara police Deputy
Chief Gary Beaulieu said in a state-
ment. “The service accepts full re-
sponsibility for this serious com-
munication error.”

The deputy said the three officers

involved have been directed to at-
tend a formal debriefing on the in-
cident with senior managers to de-
termine “remedial action” and to
develop a revision to the internal
notification policy to ensure the
error is not repeated.

“It was a major mistake, but we
are all human,” Woodham said last
night. “If we can’t learn from our
mistakes, how else do we learn?

“I can’t see that sort of problem
happening to anyone again any
time soon.”

Woodham said being told Fearns
was dead and then finding out she
was alive was a shock he “wouldn’t
wish on anybody.”

He said Fearns, still in a medical-

ly induced coma and in serious
condition, is improving a little each
day. 

“Now she knows when you’re
there with her,” he said.

Niagara police Chief Wendy
Southall and Beaulieu went to the
hospital and apologized to Fearns’
family as soon as the error was dis-
covered. They also met with the
family after the investigation was
completed Saturday to explain its
findings and again apologize for
what Beaulieu described as “inde-
scribable pain and anguish” caused
to Fearns’ family and friends.

jburman@thespec.com
905-526-2469
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MTO-hired crews remove blockades — tops of unfinished hydro towers — from the Highway 6 bypass yesterday after natives ended their protest.
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Cleanup crews move in to take away barriers erected Friday.


