Angry residents take their
message to Fantino’s home

BY RACHEL DE LAZZER

More than two dozen frustrated
Caledonia residents took their
complaints to OPP Commissioner
Julian Fantino’s home in Wood-
bridge yesterday.

The protesters marched down
the street toward his home, signs
raised, and gathered in front of his
large two-storey house in an up-
scale neighbourhood.

“We need you out here Mr. Fanti-
noifyou’rehome,’ shouted Merlyn
Kinrade from the street.

But Fantino wasn’t home. It was
later revealed that he was actually
in Caledonia. The protesters stayed
around for 14 hours before finally
dispersing.

The group says they’re frustrated
with what they believe is a lack of
response from Fantino after nu-
merous requests to meet with him.
They argued their community has
two-tiered justice, one for natives
and one for non-natives.

They said therehasbeen alack of
police arrests in crimes involving
natives, and a lack of response to
emergency situations on Sixth Line
Road in the middle of the Douglas
Creek Estate property.

They strapped Canadian flags
and signs high on lamp posts
around Fantino’s home, one
strategically placed so the com-
missioner would be able to see it
from his windows. “Fantino, do
your job or quit,” were among the
slogans.

It’s unusual to bring a protest to
to a public figure’s home. But the
residents say their issue is person-

al enough to warrant the action.

“Whether you agree as to
whether it’s appropriate or not,
the residents have reached the
stage where they really, really are
fed up,” said Christine McHale,
wife of Caledonia activist Gary
McHale. “It’s been two years and
nobody’s listening to them,
they’ve tried over and over and
over again”

She said it’s become especially
personal for people living on Sixth
Line, where about a dozen families
live.

“These are people who are
afraid,” said McHale. “There have
been situations we have been told
by the people living there; they
have in fact called 911 on different
occasions and they have been told
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A group of protesters marched to OPP chief Julian Fantino’s home in
Woodbridge in hopes of meeting with him yesterday. He was not at
home. He was in Caledonia talking with locals.

not tophoneback. .. There wasno
explanation given that we are
aware of”

A few neighbours came out of
their homes to see what the com-
motion was.

“A person’s home is a person’s
home and you shouldrespect that,”
said one neighbour who said he
knew nothing about Caledoniaand
just didn’t want anyone blocking
his driveway.

Another neighbour said he had
previously heard from his wife or
other neighbours that Fantino
would be in Caledonia yesterday
and was content to see that the
protest was peaceful.
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