Minutes of Notre Dame School Parents Meeting
August 2, 2006, 7:00 p.m.

Lions Hall, Caledonia

Attendees:

Over 70 Parents of children who will attend Notre Dame for the 2006/2007 school year

Fr. George Sammut

Marie Trainer – Mayor of Haldimand County

Theresa Harris – Director, Brant-Haldimand-Norfolk Catholic District School Board

Bonnie McKinnon – Trustee, Brant-Haldimand-Norfolk Catholic District School Board

John Nolan – Senior Negotiator for the Secretariat for Aboriginal Affairs

Dianne Woods – Negotiator working with John Nolan

Introduction:
S. explained purpose of meeting as a forum to voice parent’s concerns re the proximity of Notre Dame School to the occupied site.
- the goal is to take our concerns and ideas and present them (in the form of these minutes) to the School Board and Government Officials to ensure that a plan of action is developed for the new school year that will take our concerns into account.
K. presented a recap of the events at the site in relation to the school since February 2006.
S. introduced various individuals from the board and from the negotiating table that were present for the meeting.

S. opened the floor to the parents, and stressed that the purpose of the meeting is not to resolve issues, but to raise concerns so they can be summarized. 

Suggestions and concerns are as follows:

RE: Protestors

· Get the protestors off the property; uphold the law and enforce the court order

RE: Communication

· The communication from the School Board has been horrible; we as parents need facts of what is happening at the school to stop rumors; this information needs to be communicated immediately following any disturbance.

· Comment was made that it is great that there will be a meeting on August 22, but that this meeting is only 10 days from the start of the school year and information should have been communicated prior to this date.
· Theresa Harris confirmed letter has been sent to all parents to state there will be a meeting Aug 22; this meeting was first mentioned in a letter sent home in June.
· Theresa Harris mentioned that Joe DiFrancesco could not be in attendance today due to vacation; also OPP representative unable to attend due to vacation.
· The phone tree system was described and is in place as noted by one parent, but parents have not been officially told of this system and how it works.

· A parent suggested we need something on paper to describe our emergency protocol so that we are all aware.

· A test of the phone tree system was recommended.

· Parents should know where the secure “go-to” place is in case of emergency; Theresa Harris pointed out that every school in this province has a “go-to place” for emergency purposes (not just Caledonia); parent stated that we want to be involved in the protocol of where the children go and how they will be transported in emergency.

· Question raised regarding what the procedures are during a lockdown; parents want to know what the procedures are; children should have a drill just like a fire drill; they have tornado drills in Barrie, why not a drill for this situation as well so that children are aware of what to do.

· A parent stated that at the meeting on August 22 we expect to know what the contingency plan is for the school in the event of an emergency related to the occupation.

RE: Safety of Students

· We need the Board to give us their plans for the safety and security of the site; what will the OPP and the board do to ensure the safety of our children?

· Suggestion was made to install a 10 foot fence so kids do not have to watch what is going on.

· Noted that if a ‘berm’ was in consideration to be constructed that it had better be “10 feet high with 300 trees on it”

· The barricade at the end of Thistlemore must be dealt with. 

· A suggestion was made to use Unity School as an alternate facility; this was met with negative response from the group at the meeting.

· There has been a rumor that we will move to Seneca Unity; Theresa Harris stated that there is every indication that we will not be vacating Notre Dame School.

· Suggestion was made that a fence is not a good idea since something could be thrown over and the children will be put at risk by not seeing what is occurring on the other side of the fence.

· Concerns re: safety of children walking to and from school; suggested more OPP presence along walking routes.

· Question raised re possibility of utilizing buses for those not currently allowed to take bus – either too close, or over grade 3 restriction. 

· It was noted that kids need the security of seeing OPP officers in uniform.

· We need a contingency plan for the children; need to take a more proactive approach. 

· Suggestion made that barriers should be moved back and OPP should be stationed between the school and this newly erected barrier.

· A parent suggested we need a social worker to attend the school once or twice a week to help the children and work towards putting some normalcy back into their lives.

· The issue of portables was brought up; the principle requested a quad, but has been told we will only receive one more portable; we should have this reviewed, since a quad would be the safer alternative.

· A parent asked about having recess at the park across the street; Sonja pointed out that this was tried once last year with Grades 1 through 3, and was not a good option as it is too chaotic.

RE: OPP

· After the “Canadian Tire Incident”, a parent asked that OPP be with the crossing guard; this did not happen; would like to see this happen in September.
· One parent shared a discussion she had with OPP officers; she mentioned to them that a camp was being held there in July and August, and asked OPP what they were prepared to do for the camp; in the end the camp location was moved to another site as it was not safe for the children to be there for camp; question then raised as to why it will be safe to have school resume there at an “unsafe location”  in September. 

· Specific OPP officers should be assigned to the school so they are aware of events continuously;  new officers assigned each day leads to loss of communication and they are not aware of events that occurred day before. 

· We need assurances from the OPP that they will take action if necessary; they have “do not engage” orders and this is not acceptable. 

John Nolan Comments

· Concerns about what will be eventually built on that site; initially it was to be residential homes, and now rumors of casino; John Nolan (negotiator with Jane Stewart) stated there are no plans to put a casino on that site. 

· John Nolan discussed that he is part of a “side table” with Jane Stewart’s negotiating team to deal with the beautification of the area; suggestions at the table are a wall, but he is concerned about graffiti, or a berm with trees; they are discussing various possibilities.

· John Nolan was reminded that covering up the site is not a solution; there is still fear of what is going on at the site, and that should be dealt with; beautification is great, but how do we ensure our children will be safe in this situation.
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