| THE COLONIES by Ric Dolphin

pring is here, summer's migh, and
our Indian brethren are on the
warpath agam. Sigh. Idle hands
make the devil's work and with

a good number of those living
on Canada'’s 633 reserves unemployed,
the manpower s certamly available.
Assembly of First Nations” grand poobah
Phil Fontaine, 61, the picturesque
Ottawa Indian who collects a couple of
hundred thousand tax-lree taxpayer dol-
lars a vear by clamouring for more
“tunding.” isn’t actually encouraging the
blockading of highways and byways on
the *Day of Action”™ ser for June 29
Fontaine told Canwest columnist Don
Martin he'd prefer just o soupgon of
“cvil disobedience.”

In light of the recent Ipperwash Inquiry
report {which assigned no blame whatso-
ever to the Ojibwa heavies whose violent

and illegal behavior spurred the Ontarnio

Provincial Police Y E'Q_
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to shoot Dudley

Gearge back in

1995), and the S Q,) N e
continuance 59 '} L - o]
of the Cale- ™
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Mohawk bros occupy
private land with impuniry), — &
the puhlic at large may be %.
starnng to weary of all the erap.
Foouaines stratagy is o avod public
{l-will, 1o make nice with Indian Affairs

lawyer who once made a udy living .
arguing land claims cases—to somehow

get back the $5.1 hillion in cash prom-
ised by the Liberals at the signing of the
Kelowna agreement in 2005, and to stay
friendly with the chiefs in the AFN. “The
kind of transformative change we are
secking will only be achieved with a lot
of Canadians behind us,” Phil told Don,
adhering ro briefing notes instructing

an El'[fﬂ‘EPE On our part reach out o

tmt o accentuate the posinve. “This is

M

Minister Jim Prentice—the Calgary *

INDIAN SUMMER

If the natives are restless, the non-natives are, too. More
Caledonias and demands for compensation won't belp

Canadians. And reaching our to
Canadians is best done by giving them a
sense of comfort we're not about to cause
anyone harm.”

Diplomancally put, bur unless Prentice
comes up with a swack of cash ro expe-
dite land claims sertlements—the purative
reason for the June 29 protest—horer
and less nicely coifed heads than
Fontaine’s might err on the side of harm.
Manitoba chiel Terry Nelson, who
favours ballcaps, dark glasses and plaid
shirts, is calling for something a licle
more lpperwashian. The chief of the
l.560-member Roseau River reserve,
south of Winnipeg near the U.S. border,
is planning a rail blockade and is
encouraging other chiefs with unsertled
land claims—and there are more
unsettled  claims  than there  are
reserves—ito  take similar measures,
“There are only two ways of dealing with
the whire man,” was the much pub-
licized quote Nelson

delivered on CTV,

N

May 17. “One, either you pick up a gun,
or you stand between the white man and
his money.”

In Ontario, regional chief Angus
Toulouse, whose own reserve s near
Thunder Bay, suggested his confreres 1o the
south blockade Highway 401, Canada’s
busiest road, on the eve of the July 1 week-
end. “Someames blockades, sometimes
this kind of action, is what draws the atren-
tion of governments, and it’s sad o have o
go there. It really is,” said Toulouse.

All bathos aside, these illegal acts of
trespass, intimdation and extornon have
not been withour suecess. You and |
mighr believe thar this Indian land claims
business is bur a racker ro provide
lawyers with assured incomes and Indian
chiefs with more excuses for failing their
tribes. You and 1 might shake our heads
when companng the percentage of
Canadian territory already given over 1o
Indians in reserves (13 per cent) with the
percentage of the populanon who are
treaty Indians (1.3 per cent). We might
even question the validity of the 1,354
land claims filed smce 1973 (282 serded)
and the $12 hillion thar Fonraine and
others in the Indian induseey clam it will
take to settle them all. Bur Canadian gov-
ernments and their agents in the courts,
the police forces and the media have
learned from grim experience that it does
one's career little good 1o challenge the
validity of Indian grievance. The most
expedient thing o do in the face of
narive recalcitrance is to urn tail,
flinging hack handfuls of cash as
one makes one's escape.

. Ever since Mohawk thupgs
killed a cop during the Oka block-
“adein 1990, police and their polit-
ical masters have tended to let
Indian lawbreakers have their
way, Nauve actvists from the
Chilcotin in B.C. to Slave Lake,
Alra., o Miramichi, N.B.,
have learned that a bit of
Bl extornion m the form of a
" blockade, along with
7 the implicic threat of
violence, will win
SR & one anything from
'_,';\,%1.": land o mees to a

coOmpetiive
advantage in the
lobster fishery,
A departure from this
laissez-faire approach in
Onrano’s Ipperwash
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Provincial Park in 1995 underlined the
downside of taking a hard line with
Indian activists, The shooting death of
Dudley George in the heat of a bartle with
an OPP Tac Team, made a martyr out of
the dead Ojibway. It also politically dam-
aged then premier Mike Harris, whose
resolve to remove the outlaws from the
park was widely porrrayed in the media
as racist fascism, and whose successor
Dalton MeGuinty nicely played the
Ipperwash Inquiry card to help him ger
elected in 2003.

Today, the Six Nanons activists in the
Caledonia area west of Niagara Falls,
together with that tribe of Mohawks up
near Belleville, Ont., who blocked the TN
mainline for 30 hours in April, continue
to agitate and occupy and generally pre-
vent law-abiding residents from going
about their business. McGuinty is keep-
ing the OPP in check, lest another
Ipperwash erupt. The premier’s line has
been that the disputes are not Onrario’s
concern, and that Indian and Northem
Affairs Canada and Minister Prentice
ought to clean things up.

Prentice anempted to do just that in
Caledonia by offering the Six Nations
£125 million as compensation for a land
claim that the government’s own
lawyers had declared 1o have no
grounds. Don't insult us with your
chump change, said the Six Narions,
who remain camped on the housing
estate on the Grand River and are chas-
ing other developers from adjacent land.

The OPP did make one arrest—he was a
white nuthar called Gary McHale who'd
had the temerity to fly the Canadian flag
from a power pale adjacent to the oocu-
pied land. The cops put McHale in jail for
the night for disturbing the peace, but he is
out and continues to bellyache about the
“twortier justice™ practised by the OPP.

Opposition leader John Tory—whose
chances of beating McGuinty in the
October election are looking better these
days—<claims the provincial govemment
has spent more than $55 million policing
and otherwise mamtining the situation at
Caledonia. This sum includes the §1,300 a
day paid to former federal Liberal Jane
Stewart to negotiate on behalf of Omtario
with the Indians whom Ontario had said
were Omawa's concern. You may remem-
ber Jane. A good pal of Jean Chrénen, she
was briefly the Indian Affairs minister, but,
more famously, looked after the Human
Resources and Social Development
Canada portfolio when a billion dollars of
unaceounted-for contracts accurred, From
unaccounted-for contraces to dubious land
claims is not such a stretch,

Where is it all leading? If it's leading
anywhere, it's not towards any sort of
détente berween the aboriginals and the
public ar large. Listening to Dave
Rutherford’s radic show the other week
on the topic of the day of action, I was
surprised at the level of vitriol expressed
rowards the Phil Fontaines and the Terry
Nelsons in particular, and the Indian
industry in general. If the narives are rest-
less, the non-natives are, too, and more
Caledonias and Bellevilles are not going
to help the mood.

But neither is continuing clamour from
Phil and the boys for more loot. The
situation among Canada’s on- and off-
reserve Indians has never been demon-
strably improved by additicnal land or
additional “funding.” Unemployment
and substance abuse levels remain as high
as ever, and the gangsta ethos now preva-
lent among the youth can only increase
the disproportionate crime levels in
Indian Country. The constant massaging,
of past wrongs—the latest thing is a $60-
million “wruth and reconciliation com-
mission™ 1o further institutionalize the
highly exapgerated scars from residential
schools—seems designed to exacerbate
the defeatist resignation thar is the root
of all the problems.

Simply pur, the whole mentality has ro
change. That will not come from the
Ottawindians in the Assembly of First
Marions, nor from Indian Affairs
functionaries, craven politicians or the
bubble-headed social workers and other
publicly provided wer nurses with liveli-
hoods dependant on the care and feeding
of the stamus quo. A change in amitude
will come from the Indians on the fromt
lines—those like Chief Clarence Louie,
whose Osayoos Indian Band in southern
B.C. has become an economic force and a
beacon for natives sick of a century of
defeatism, Chief Louie has no truck with
those he terms “the industry of misery,”
Leading by example, he has become the
voice of change, and as recently appoint-
ed chairman of the Narional Aboriginal
Economic Development Board, has a
voice that may be heard. We will visit this
refreshing chap in our next column. 8
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