
 Gary McHale 
106 Donald Bell Dr. 
Binbrook, Ontario 
Canada   L0R 1C0 

Phone: (905) 692-6420 
 
April 9, 2008 
 
VIA EMAIL, Fax 
 
Premier  
The Honourable Dalton McGuinty 
Phone: 416-325-1941, Fax: (416) 325-3745 
dmcguinty.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org
 

Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs 
The Honourable Michael Bryant 
Phone: 416-314-2536 , Fax: 416-314-2701  
mbryant.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org  

Leader of the Opposition 
The Honourable Robert Runciman 
Phone: 416-325-1522, Fax: 416-325-1493 
bob.runciman@pc.ola.org 

The Honourable Tim Hudak 
Phone: 416-325-8454 , Fax: 416-325-0998 
tim.hudakco@pc.ola.org
 

 
 
 
Re: Human Rights and Mr. Bryant's comments 
 
Dear Premier McGuinty: 
 
I am writing in response to comments made by Aboriginal Affairs Minister Michael Bryant which is 
reported in the Toronto Star as the follows: 
 

Aboriginal Affairs Minister Michael Bryant said the human rights complaint doesn't help 
resolve a complex situation dating back hundreds of years. Most people don't have 
much sympathy for Vandermaas or McHale after their tense rallies in the divided town, 
he said.  
 
"Their activity, generally-speaking, is extremely harmful and, as far as I can tell, 
unwelcome by everybody," Bryant said. "I know a lot of people in Caledonia feel that 
they're individuals who are just trying to get attention for themselves and are, in fact, 
stirring it up." 

 
After contacting the reporter to ensure this was reported accurately I have decided to send this letter 
to you, Mr. Premier. 
 
I can certainly understand the need for your Government to belittle Mr. Vandermaas and myself but 
Human Rights are something that no Government should play politics with. As such I write not just to 
appeal to the Premier of the Province but to a human being who I believe must hold some sense that 
all people have fundamental Human Rights. 
 
Humans Rights are not the same as Charter Rights or some other rights gained by the Government 
but are Rights inherent in the fact that we are human beings. These Rights are not given to us by 
other men in positions of power and as such cannot be taken away because of political necessities. 
 
We do not have Human Rights because we belong to the correct political party, join the correct 
church, practice the correct sexual orientation or have the correct skin colour. We don't have Human 
Rights because we won a popularity contest and you cannot buy these Rights with money nor be 

mailto:dmcguinty.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org
mailto:mbryant.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org
mailto:bob.runciman@pc.ola.org
mailto:tim.hudakco@pc.ola.org


denied them because you are poor. We don't gain these Rights because we are likable, wear the right 
clothes, preach a certain message or follow the correct crowd. 
 
These are inherent rights that all people have regardless of colour, nationality, religion, sexual 
orientation etc. As such no person with any degree of integrity should belittle, denounce or discredit 
anyone's attempts to hold on to their Inherent Rights.  
 
Mr. Bryant's comments crossed the line from politics into the realm of disrespect of the person. At 
what point of time does popularity have anything to do with whether we, as human beings, have 
certain fundamental Rights. 
 
Furthermore, Mr. Bryant's comments, while the process of mediation and investigation has just 
started, informs the public that the process itself is disrespected by a Minister within your 
Government. It is not just the friends of the McGuinty Government that deserve to have due process 
or to receive the fundamental Rights that are inherent in being a person. 
 
Mr. Bryant's comments were sounded by so many in political offices in the South when they viewed 
the Human Rights of Black people as something that people 'don't have much sympathy for'. 
 
One thing is for sure Mr. McGuinty, if I were a Black person, an Asian or a Native person Mr. Bryant 
would have never dared to belittle my Human Rights Complaint. It would have been political suicide if 
he had made these statements. 
 
I do not ask you to respect my political views nor to support my efforts, but I do ask you to respect me 
as a person who has the same Human Rights as anyone else. As such I ask you to have Mr. Bryant 
apologize for his statements. It is unbecoming of a Minister in any Government to make the 
statements that he did. 
 
I do believe Mr. McGuinty that you will see the difference between being political adversaries versus 
disrespecting the person. 
 
Thank you for your time and I await your response. 
  
 
 
 
Gary McHale 
info@CaledoniaWakeUpCall.com
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	 Gary McHale
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