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March for Freedom Speech 

My name is Mary-Lou LaPratte and I live at Ipperwash Beach. 

I am not here today to discredit the land claims process. I am not here to discredit Colour of Right. 
Colour of Right is also entrenched in the Rule of Law. That is the lawful right to demonstrate and claim 
ownership of land natives truly believe belongs to them. 

When the native land disputes erupted at Ipperwash in 1992, 1993 and 1995, the OPP took the 
position the lands would be treated as reserves. This is without benefit of the land claims process, be 
it negotiation as through the courts. The OPP refused to enter the disputed land simply because the 
natives did not want them there. We have no policing at two occupied areas of Ipperwash, or authority 
of any kind over those on the land. 

As soon as the occupations and land claim on the West Beach started we noticed a disturbing OPP 
policy evolving. Natives coming off the occupied lands into surrounding areas to harass, threaten, 
intimidate, steal from, or assault innocent homeowners and tourists, were exempt from criminal 
charges upon reaching the safe haven of the disputed land. In the West Beach land claim, which was 
going through a court process, a native anywhere on the properties, for any reason, would not be 
charged. Our lives became a daily nightmare of threats, intimidation, and harassment tactics which, 
over the years, became home invasions and physical assaults. We became a community with no 
policing, no province and no country. No one in the OPP, the Provincial Government or the Federal 
Government would give us any relief or help with the aggression. At one point after the death of native 
protestor Dudley George, the police totally deserted our community because they and their families 
became targets. Our community was in chaos. We were so terrified we asked the OPP what they 
would do if one of us was taken against our will onto the occupied land. The reply, "We will negotiate 
the return of your body." The families of two victims at Ipperwash deserve closure to bury the remains 
of their loved ones. 

Letters to politicians, newspaper articles, and radio interviews produced the standard response. We 
sympathize with your frustrating predicament, but you must be patient and understanding. Repeatedly 
we complained no one is policing the base and the park, and the reply would be the OPP are 
responsible to police the base and the park. 

The occupied park is still owned by the Province of Ontario. The occupied Base is still owned by the 
Department of National Defense. Neither government would address our concerns knowing the OPP 
were refusing to enter these sites. The most detrimental aspect of our lives at Ipperwash has been the 
selective policing based on race. 

Nowhere in our OPP contract does it state we will uphold all laws on your behalf except those [crimes] 
perpetrated by aboriginals. Nowhere in the criminal code does it state the law will only be upheld if the 
criminal is not an aboriginal. Nowhere has the Provincial or Federal Government publicly stated that 
aboriginals are exempt from the criminal code. Therefore, we must come to the conclusion that the 
OPP organization has on its own decided who, when, where and how the law will be upheld according 
to race. 

How did the OPP get this power? How did the government get the authority to tell me, my children, 
and my grand children that under certain circumstances we will not be protected by the law? That we 



must willingly succumb to abuses of every kind and that this abuse must be endured until the land 
disputes in my community are resolved. That it doesn't matter if we suffer post-traumatic stress 
syndrome, nervous break downs, heart attacks, divorces or financial ruin. Ipperwash is a story not 
finished fifteen years after the land claims started. 

There is no agreement in principle ratified for the return of the base to the natives. 

There is no resolution or discussion on the status of the Provincial Park. 

There is still a cloud to Title for those residents living on the beachfront in West Ipperwash. 

There is still selective policing based on race. 

There has never been compensation of any kind given to anyone fro financial losses in real estate or 
business, not for emotional or mental trauma, physical illness or family breakdown. None of us have 
been referred for victim counseling or have been included in the thousands of dollars spent for OPP 
and Native healing. 

In the big scope of this issue we plainly do not matter. It has been stated by a former MPP that we 
simply aren't a large enough community to affect the vote. That is why our issues and yours in 
Caledonia can be put on the back burner and swept under the rug. We are not considered a threat to 
the political agenda. The March For Freedom meant to me a chance for ordinary citizens to look at the 
issue of law in native land disputes and say my God, this is not right, fair or just. We cannot have 
pockets of Ontario exempt from the law. We cannot have innocent residents being abused and 
victimized indefinitely through not fault of their own in a situation they are not allowed any input, by 
government or police or natives, into or to be part of the resolution. 

We have anti-bullying and anti-abuse legislation. We have laws protecting the person and 
possessions of our citizens. Why have native land claims made all this redundant for victims of abuse 
in our circumstances? Our towns, cities, villages and hamlets deserve much better representation 
from our OPP and our elected leaders. 

How date these authorities say that I am not worthy of all the privileges, benefits and responsibilities 
of this Province and Country. 

To deny any of us safety of property, person and possessions is a disgrace to all that democracy truly 
stands for. 

We have met the enemy. The enemy is us because government is for the people, by the people, and 
we have been apathetic while our elected leaders and paid security (OPP) lead us down a path of 
unjustified pain. 

This March represents the first civil stand for our rights since the 1900's, for citizen's rights to be 
recognized. I hope today is the beginning of the return of Justice for All. 

I thank Gary, Mr. Barrett, Anne Marie, NY Crimewatch and you for allowing me to stand with you. 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 92
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 92
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 400
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0.600000
        0.600000
        0.600000
        0.600000
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground true
      /ShrinkContent false
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [100 100]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


